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Jan. 27, 1993
UM FILM FESTIVAL FOCUSES ON ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST 
MISSOULA ~
The University of Montana’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West is sponsoring a festival 
of films and videos focusing on regional identity Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 4-6.
The festival, "Breaking Boundaries, Blurring Borders," will devote each of its three days to 
a topic of regional interest, illuminating the topics with him presentations and public discussion.
The seven-film festival will end with a Saturday afternoon panel discussion on "repatriation" -  the 
return to Native American tribes of human remains and other cultural artifacts that had been 
removed from graves and placed in museums. All festival events are tree, open to the public and 
wheelchair-accessible.
From 7 to 10 p.m. Thursday the festival will focus on "Borders" with two film presentations 
in Social Science 356. The first film, "Bordertown Cafe," addresses life in the rural border areas 
where eastern Montana meets Canada. It will be followed by "The Invisible Border, a Montana 
State University production about the political and economic impact of the Canada-Montana border 
on those who live along it. Associate Producer Stephen Maly will lead a discussion after the him.
"Ways of Living, Old and New" is the theme for Friday’s presentations, scheduled from 7 to 
10 p.m. in Urey Lecture Hall. The evening will begin with a presentation of "Heartland," the film 
adaptation of Eleanor Pruitt Stewart’s "Letters of a Woman Homesteader." Beth Ferris, one ol the 
film’s producers, will join visiting UM history instructor Dee Garceau to lead discussion ol the him 
and the frontier life it depicts. The discussion will be followed by "Next Year Country, a film
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about four Western towns facing the threat of massive industrialization.
Three films from ethnic perspectives will be presented Saturday in Journalism 304 under the 
theme "Rethinking the West: Other Voices and Perspectives." The presentations will begin at 
10 a.m. with "1,000 Pieces of Gold," the fact-based story of a Chinese woman who was sold into 
slavery and purchased by a saloonkeeper in an Idaho mining town. The movie was filmed on 
location in Montana.
"The Place of Falling Waters," a Native American-produced Film about Flathead tribal 
society and culture, will be shown at 2 p.m. Saturday, followed by a discussion led by the film s 
producers, Roy Bigcrane and Thompson Smith. The festival s final film will be Legacy in 
Limbo," which focuses on New York City’s Heye Museum of the American Indian and its handling 
of a vast warehouse of sacred objects and other Native American artifacts.
The festival will conclude at 5 p.m. after a panel discussion of repatriation featuring 
Blackfeet cultural leader Buster Yellow Kidney, UM Native American Studies Director Bonnie 
Craig and Center for the Rocky Mountain West Director Bill Farr, chair of UM’s history 
department. Yellow Kidney will discuss his efforts to retrieve Blackfeet remains from the 
Smithsonian Institute, Craig will address the legal issues involved in repatriation, and Farr will 
discuss the history of repatriation concerns.
The festival was coordinated by UM English Assistant Professor Nancy Cook, who will 
introduce each film. For more information, call the Center for the Rocky Mountain West, 
243-2231.
Contacts: Bill Farr, 243-2231; Nancy Maxson, 243-6022.
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